
 

 

Connections August 2025 
ITHF now has over 1000 members 

 
*ITHF's MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE HELD STRATEGIC MEETING* 

The Chairman of International Travel and Hosting Fellowship's Membership Committee, Rotarian Andy Ullman 
organised a strategic meeting with his committee members at the just concluded Rotary International Conven-
tion in Calgary, Canada. 

According to a member of the committee, Rotarian Samuel from Dubai, the committee strategic meeting gave 
a robust opportunity for the total review of ITHF'S membership structure. 

At the meeting, issues like easy means of paying membership dues, seamless way of navigating the website of 
the organisation, and increasing number of members were looked into. 

The tactical approach as to how members can use their professions to better the lots of ITHF was extensively 
discussed. It was resolved at the meeting that members who are regional vice presidents would be encour-
aged to do more in connecting with members through strategic relations and promotion of ITHF'S programs in 
order to increase the interest of members. 

Issues like ITHF'S branding, promotional materials, and information technology were all discussed and ad-
dressed with a resolution on how to present it to the board of trustee of ITHF for consideration and eventual 
implementation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Jean Henderson, Varghese Samuel, Sam Adeleye, Andy Ullman, John Henderson, Rosette Nabuuma, Leslie, Maria Matos 

 

 



 

 

 

Virtual Tour Committee Update 

Anyone who would like to volunteer to be on this Committee  should contact Chair Ligia Corredor 
at lichalic3@me.com and Co-Chair Simmy Ahluwalia at simmy.ithf@gmail.com.  

Sep 26 and 27 - Cambodia (to be confirmed) 

Oct 24 and 25 - Coffee/ Connections 

Dec 5 and 6 - Holiday session 

 

DO YOU HAVE A TALE TO TELL ABOUT MAKING A CONNECTION 

 

Please share your tales with Sheila Hart, Editor of Connections at email: sheilahart@shaw.ca.  

Articles should be no more than 250 words. Include a photo or two.  

If your article is used in Connections, you will receive a one year membership in ITHF. 

Hello New Members, 

Greetings and a warm welcome! 

Thank you for visiting our booth in Calgary and taking the time to complete your application and join our community. We’re 
delighted to have you with us! 

We kindly request you to take a moment to review your profile information for accuracy. Since the data was entered based on 
the application forms submitted at our booth, there could occasional errors in reading your hand-writing 

You can view and edit your profile by selecting Profile → My Profile from the menu. 

Also, please upload your photograph. (Instructions for uploading your photo can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

A training session on how to navigate and use our portal effectively will be held in the last week of August. Details of the ses-
sion will be shared in due course. 

Should you need any assistance with using the portal, feel free to reach out to me directly at ithfzoom@gmail.com OR my 
WhatsApp number +91 96330 69336 

Wishing you joyful and meaningful connections! 

Warm regards, 

Sivaprasad Pillai, ITHF Administrator 

Long Range Planning—Uganda 

The Uganda tour is being arranged by Andrew Ullmann and Rosette Nabuuma, and is planned for Septem-
ber 2026. Activities will include Gorilla tracking, chimpanzee tracking, visit to the source of the Nile River, 
boat ride on the Nile to see hippos, crocodiles, etc.,  visit to Murchison Falls, and a large game safari to see 
elephants, giraffes and other wildlife. There will also be a service component to the trip. 

mailto:lichalic3@me.com
mailto:ithfzoom@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Steve and Noko Yoshida’s 10 Day Hiroshima Peace Tours  May 11-21, 2026 

Please view this lovely video about the forthcoming tour   https://youtube/ErR_XTLVLDQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“OHO” ITHF Japan tour, 11-21 May 2026 with Noko and Steve Yoshida.  

The tour is open to Rotarians, their adult family members and friends. 

 
We call this our “OHO” (pleasant surprise) tour, ie., Oishi (delicious),  Heiwa (peace) and Onsen (Japanese hot 
springs).  In other words, you will delight in Japanese cuisine, relax at Japanese hot springs, and be inspired by the 
message of peace in Hiroshima and sustainable living on Osakikamijima Island.  And there is more. 
 
Hiroshima is the home of my ancestors.  So it was natural that I would visit.  But what I found changed my life.  Such 
a beautiful city, lots of trees and greenery, the inspiring peace museum, 7 rivers flowing through it, friendly and kind 
people, we decided to spend time in Hiroshima every year.  Then we made a discovery. An island called Osakikamiji-
ma nearby in Japan’s Inland Sea.  It is one the most beautiful spots in Japan. 
 
We met many interesting people on the island, who taught us about sustainable living from the land and 
sea.  About working and sharing together in harmony with nature.  
 
We want to share what we learned with our ITHF friends.  So this is not just a sightseeing tour, although we will visit 
temples, historical sights and stay at Japanese inns with onsen (spa).  It is engaging a peaceful, happy way of life 
that is unique and inspiring. 
 
Tour dates:  11-21 May 2026 
 
        1.      11-15 May 2026. Four nights. Hiroshima City.  Visit Peace Museum.  Be inspired by A-bomb survivor. Tour 
the Miyajima Shrine. Bus and ferry to Osakikamijima. 
        2.      15-20 May. Five nights Seifukan Onsen.  Culture and people tours of Osakikamijima. 
        3.      20-21 May.  One night.  Hiroshima Airport Hotel.  Beautiful Japanese garden and Koi fish lake. Farewell 
dinner.  
 
Price: US$4,450 per person, double occupancy.  Single supplement, add $1,000. US$500 per person to reserve your 
space. $500 refund deadline and full price due February 1, 2026.  Space priority in order of deposit received.   Group 
limited to 12 persons. 
 
Included:  Accommodations, breakfast and dinner, transportation, English speaking guide, all taxes and fees. 
For more information and to reserve your space contact: Carol Cartier, cartierca@hotmail.com 
 

https://youtu.be/ErR_XTLVLDQ
mailto:cartierca@hotmail.com


 

 

Still not convinced?  Consider this: 
 
        1.      Japan is spotless clean. 
        2.      The Japanese are kind and polite. 
        3.      The service is exceptional. 
        4.      There is NO TIPPING. 
        5.      This is a safe, civilized country.  
        6.      When you see all the Japanese innovations and efficiencies, your will ask “why        didn’t we 
think of that.” 
        7.      The 2024 Nobel Peace Prize went to the organization of Hiroshima A-bomb  

  survi vors.  You will meet one of them. 
 
Check out this YouTube video: 
 
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FvD1Ft8JVEz8%3Fsi%
3Dlv1xrbJcw83HdyXe&data=05%7C02%7C%7C69bf7c42ecc14fee086808ddc2f07049%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638881060130654423%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsI-
lAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%
7C&sdata=xadhm1gccLvXeCBu2OGw0YAqtsXfSJOQgBGPpXzG2ZE%3D&reserved=0 

Carol Cartier 

109 Abbey Dawn Drive 

Bath, Ontario 

 cartierca@hotmail.com  

A Whirl Wind Tour is ITHF in Action 
 
"Grace and I were pleased to host our ITHF Administrator Siva with Prasanna, Tanya Wolff and David Butler in Woodstock, ON 
recently. 
After the Calgary convention Siva and Prasanna went west to High River AB and Kamloops BC before heading east to Ottawa 
and Kingston Ontario. 
They next headed to Sarnia Ontario to visit Tanya and David, followed by a visit to Niagara Falls before stopping to visit us. 
Their next destination is Amsterdam to see their daughter. 
Their whirlwind tour is a good example of ITHF in action, taking the opportunity to visit a few days with several of our members 
here in Canada. 
You can do likewise if you want to extend your stay in a distant land, with Rotary friends." 
 
Doug Vincent, PDG 7080, Woodstock, ON 519.537.3753, United Nations Rep, Rotary Z24, Woodstock-Oxford Rotary, ON Cana-
da 
RCMP Federal Police Advisor 

https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
https://youtu.be/vD1Ft8JVEz8?si=lv1xrbJcw83HdyXe
mailto:cartierca@hotmail.com


 

 

The Magic of Francis 

Rotary connections never cease to amaze me. Francis met someone in ITHF who introduced him to a Rotarian in Niagara Falls 

who in turn put him in touch with me. Francis came to visit us in Kingston and the adventure began. 

Rotarian Francis Wama, lives in Ghana, where he is making a difference. 

Benjamin was 8 years old when he was taken from his home and forced to work in the fishing industry. Thanks to Francis, he now 

lives back home with his mother, and Benjamin’s biggest wish is to continue his schooling.  

Many Ghanaian children are trafficked from their home villages to live in meager conditions and work long hours every day. They 

are exploited by fishermen who eke out a meager living along the banks of Lake Volta, one of the world's largest artificial lakes, 

which was created by the construction of the Akosombo dam in the early1960s. 

The children are cheap labour. Their small, nimble fingers help release the fish from nets, and they can dive to untangle the nets 

from the tree stumps scattered throughout the lake. Diving is a dangerous job that often causes water-based diseases and some-

times death from drowning.  

Traffickers go into vulnerable communities and pay parents to take their children, as young as 5 years of age, away to work in 

mining, farming, and cattle rearing. Girls as young as 12 are recruited for sex work. These children aren't paid, and they are often 

tortured or poorly treated. 

Francis visits churches and schools and speaks at community engagements to educate people on the dangers facing children. He 

finds out where the children have been taken and, with his co-workers, recovers these children to bring them home. As this can 

be dangerous, they work with the police, immigration officers, and the social welfare department, who arrest and prosecute the 

traffickers. 

My phone rang. Later, I saw that it was a call from Francis. I missed the opportunity. He had been on an island with seven rescued 

children, and he wanted me to meet them. But by then, it was too late, and they had already been taken to a social welfare office 

for counseling before they could relocate to their families and begin school. 

Francis told me these children ranged in age from 9 to 17 and had been away from their families for 4 to 12 years. Imagine! 

He told me he was soon to meet with the children he had rescued two years ago who were now with their families and doing 

well. I was privileged to say hello and wave to these children over WhatsApp. They were smiling and happy, as was their mother. 

It was heartwarming. 

Francis explained that rescuing trafficked children is an initiative of an International NGO called Engage Now Africa and his own 

organization, the Zion's Aid Foundation. They supported children who were not able to attend school due to financial challenges. 

When he began his organization in 2014, he could educate a child for a year for $100 US. The sad part was that some of these kids 

were very smart and would have been able to bring about change in their families, communities, and the nation if they had had 

the opportunity to go to school. However, many of them became street kids because they couldn't afford school fees or had lost 

their parents.  

Francis struggled in his youth because his parents couldn't afford to send him to school. He was forced to work on farms and in 

construction to earn money to go to school. He feels very strongly that no child should suffer illiteracy through no fault of their 

own.  

Francis partnered with Engage Now Africa to help children to go to school. It was through this work that he saw much child 

trafficking and came to understand the intensity and inhumanity of it all. 

It's a huge task to bring these kids back home and meet their needs to keep them active in school by paying their school fees, 

feeding them, buying them books, and buying them school uniforms, among other things. 

To date, he has helped 40 children finish school or attend college and university. Many of them are still in school, and he is always 

looking for support. He hopes that some of these children will be 'adopted' and helped through university. $500 US will educate a 

child for an entire year. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


