
 

 

Connections July 2025 
ITHF now has over 1000 members 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow ITHF Rotarians, 

It is a true honor and privilege to serve as your President for the 2025–2027 term. 

 

As we begin this new Rotary ITHF chapter, I extend a warm welcome to all who joined us at the Rotary International Con-
vention. I also want to express heartfelt appreciation to those who volunteered their time to promote our incredible fellow-
ship. A special thank-you to our faithful long-time members who continue to embody the mission of ITHF—remaining active 
in the fellowship, opening their homes, traveling together, and embracing the richness of diverse cultures, customs, and 

friendships. 

As a proud Rotarian and ITHF member for over 25 years, I’ve experienced the incredible value of this fellowship through 
hosting, being hosted, and connecting with fellow members around the world—both in person and virtually. These moments 

have created deep, lasting friendships and meaningful global bonds. 

Over the past few years, I’ve had the joy of serving as Membership Chair and President-Elect, working alongside Past Pres-
ident Madhu, our dedicated board, and several active committees. Together, we’ve strengthened our fellowship, reinvigorat-

ed our membership, and expanded our global connections 

Looking ahead, I’m excited to continue building on this momentum. Our goals include strengthening the work of our existing 
committees—Membership, Public Relations, Website, Vice Presidents, Virtual Tours, and Tours—while also welcoming new 
volunteers and fresh ideas. By engaging more members, especially from underrepresented regions, we can offer even more 

meaningful opportunities for connection, travel, and cultural exchange. 

I warmly invite your ideas, energy, and involvement as we work together to ensure ITHF remains vibrant, inclusive, and en-
gaging—especially for the next generation of globally minded Rotarians. Thank you for being part of this remarkable fellow-
ship. The friendships we share across borders are what make ITHF so special. I look forward to serving with you and contin-

uing our shared journey in the years ahead. 

Please feel free to contact me anytime at lichalic3@me.com. 
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Virtual Tour Committee Update 

Anyone who would like to volunteer to be on this Committee  should contact Chair Ligia Corredor 
at lichalic3@me.com and Co-Chair Simmy Ahluwalia at simmy.ithf@gmail.com.  

July 25 and 26 - Newcomer orientation post convention 

Sep 26 and 27 - Cambodia (to be confirmed) 

Oct 24 and 25 - Coffee/ Connections 

Dec 5 and 6 - Holiday session 

 

Tours Currently Being Offered By the Tour Committee 

Galapagos & Peru with Alonso—October 2025—see flyer below for the combined Galapa-
gos/Peru Tour or a tour only to the Galapagos or to Peru 

Kerela and Southern India with Siva—January 19-30, 2026 - see flyer below 

Hiroshima Peace Tour—May 11-21, 2026—registration is now open;  

Post RICON Taipei Tour of Taiwan—June 18-22, 2026.  

 
 

Looking for Dedicated Members to Join Four Key Committees in ITHF 
  

1. Tour Committee 
      •   Help guide planning of convention tours. 
      •   Review and approve exciting group tour ideas suggested by fellow members. 
      •   Help grow our community with engaging outreach strategies. 
2. Virtual Travel Committee 
      •   Organize and host virtual sessions by ITHF members. 
      •   Provide opportunities for members to connect and share stories of their trip experiences  in 

virtual  get-togethers. 

3.  Membership Committee is planning to  have two new subcommittees to Promote ITHF. If interest-
ed in  volunteering  contact: Membership Chair elect Andrew ( Andy) Ullman. andyuco@gmail.com 
  
If you’re interested in contributing your skills, enthusiasm, and ideas, please contact Ligia Corredor 

at email: lichalic3@me.com  for further details.  

DO YOU HAVE A TALE TO TELL ABOUT MAKING A CONNECTION 

 

Please share your tales with Sheila Hart, Editor of Connections at email: sheilahart@shaw.ca.  

Articles should be no more than 250 words. Include a photo or two.  

If your article is used in Connections, you will receive a one year membership in ITHF. 
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Steve and Noko Yoshida’s 10 Day Hiroshima Peace Tours  May 11-21, 2026 

Please view this lovely video about the forthcoming tour   https://youtube/ErR_XTLVLDQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“OHO” ITHF Japan tour, 11-21 May 2026 with Noko and Steve Yoshida.  

Steve and Noko are currently in the process of redesigning this tour to make it more affordable and 
to include a service component.  

We call this our “OHO” (pleasant surprise) tour, ie., Oishi (delicious),  Heiwa (peace) and Onsen (Japanese hot springs).  In other 
words, you will delight in Japanese cuisine, relax at Japanese hot springs, and be inspired by the message of peace in Hiroshima 
and sustainable living on Osakikamijima Island.  And there is more. 

Steve Yoshida states “Hiroshima is the home of my ancestors.  So it was natural that I would visit.  But what I found changed my 
life.  Such a beautiful city, lots of trees and greenery, the inspiring peace museum, 7 rivers flowing through it, friendly and kind 
people, we decided to spend time in Hiroshima every year.  Then we made a discovery. An island called Osakikamijima nearby 
in Japan’s Inland Sea.  It is one the most beautiful spots in Japan. 

We met many interesting people on the island, who taught us about sustainable living from the land and sea.  About working and 
sharing together in harmony with nature.   

We want to share what we learned with our ITHF friends.  So this is not just a sightseeing tour, although we will visit temples, 
historical sights and stay at Japanese inns with onsen (spa).  It is engaging a peaceful, happy way of life that is unique and inspir-
ing.” 

 

The 2024 Nobel Peace Prize went to the organization of Hiroshima A-bomb survivors.  You will meet one of them.  

 

 

Accommodations, breakfast and dinner, transportation, English speaking guide, all taxes and fees.  

For more information contact Steve Yoshida at email: steveyoshida@ gmail.com or phone 1-808-500-3221 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ErR_XTLVLDQ


 

 

Embark on an Unforgettable Journey and Experience the Heartbeat of Taiwan June 18-22, 2026 

 ! 

 
 

 

 

After the 2026 Rotary International Convention, we sincerely invite you to join this five-day cultural im-
mersion tour. 
 
Wander through the historic alleys and temples of Tainan, where the rich heritage of Taiwan comes to 
life. Witness the breathtaking sunrise over the rolling sea of clouds at Alishan. Cruise across the serene 
waters of Sun Moon Lake, embracing the harmony of nature. Stroll through the charming Hakka Moun-
tain town of Miaoli, where nostalgia and warm hospitality create a truly unique experience. 
 
This is more than just a trip—it’s a cherished memory in the making, shared with ITHF friends from 
around the world.  
Seats are limited, so reserve your place early and be part of this extraordinary journey!  

Rotary International Convention Taiwan Cultural Discovery Tour Description： 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wkedooHvV7B9wiALkeXNDJQeEO76Ig2x/view?usp=sharing 

 
Contact Information 

ITHF VP Michael from D3482，RC of Taipei Metro East，Taipei，Taiwan 

e-mail：michael.fh.chen@gmail.com 
Line ID：michael.fh.chen 

 
CSR Pao Wei-Chih (Walis Iyung) 

e-mail: walis854@gmail.com ； yaodongtravel@gmail.com 

Line ID: walis854 
Wechat ID: walispao 

WhatsApp: +886 986987126 

 

TRIP TO TANZANIA EXCEEDED TAM AGOSTI-GISLER’S EXPECTATIONS 
My recent trip to Tanzania exceeded expectations and one of the reasons is Rotary!  As a member of Rotary 

International Travel and Host Fellowship (ITHF), I perused the membership list and discovered a host in Arusha, the 

city from which  safari tours to many of the country’s national parks begin.  I discovered a new host named Roselyn 

Kagaruki, who had just signed up after learning about ITHF at the Singapore RICON House of Friendship booth in 

May 2024.  She told me that my friend and I would be her first guests and first Alaskans she’d met and invited us to 

stay with her. I asked for recommendations on safari tour companies since there were so many options and, in the 

end, we chose one belonging to a friend whom Roselyn has known since grade school.  After our fabulous visits to 

Tarangire, Manyara, and Serengeti National Parks as well as the Ngorongoro Conservation Area,  we were indeed 

very pleased with her recommendation. 
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Upon our arrival at Kilimanjaro International Airport, Roselyn met us just outside the doors with a large Rotary 

ITHF Welcome poster that she had printed.  I love that idea of a welcome poster and am going to replicate it for use 

with my future guests!   As we drove the 45 minutes back to her home, we chatted about many of the wonderful pro-

jects that her club, RC Arusha Mount Meru, were involved in as well as my club, Anchorage East Rotary.  After getting 

freshened up  in her lovely, spacious home, we were off to visit the nearby Njiro Secondary School.   In addition to 

meeting the principal, some staff and students, we delivered school supplies, including many pens and pencils donated 

by the businesses of my fellow Rotarians.  I was happy to meet the Interact Club’s sponsor-teacher and see the garden 

that Interactors are growing to provide food to the school and learn gardening skills.  (I am my district’s Interact Chair, 

and I helped found two Interact clubs at high schools in Anchorage, so the program is near and dear to my heart.)  For 

the past several years, Roselyn’s club has provided this school’s adolescent girls with reusable period supplies that 

allow them to continue attending school during their cycles.  

Our next stop was at the meeting of the Rotary Club of Arusha where more connections were made and Rose-

lyn, as her district’s Assistant Governor, was able to check-in.   After the meeting, we were invited to visit the Uhuru 

elementary school nearby to see the washrooms they had just finished installing as part of their WASH Project.  Work-

ing with their local government, this club has been able to build boys’ and girls’ washrooms in most of the municipal 

elementary schools, which, of course, positively impacts school attendance.   

Lastly, we visited the St. Elizabeth Hospital Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and witnessed preemie babies thriv-

ing as a result of the incubator beds that her club has provided.  This private hospital now has such a high rate of sur-

vival for these babies, that the government hospital often refers preemies to them for care!  I know it is heartwarming 

for these Rotarians to know they are directly saving lives!   

On another day, Roselyn took us to meet the sisters at the private Notre Dame School and where we also de-

livered school supplies and took a tour. 

We stayed with Roselyn three nights –before our safari, after our safari and after a visit to the country’s famous 

spice island of Zanzibar.  It was quite  convenient to leave the extra bag at her home in which I ’d brought the school 

supplies while on safari, and to leave our camping gear there while in Zanzibar, all the while knowing it was secure.  

Not only was she a delightful host on each occasion, but she also took us to the bank to get Tanzanian money, to a 

local museum, the Maasai market and two different restaurants where we tried local and national specialties like kuku 

mnafu - chicken and greens; kisamvu - cassava leaves;  mbuzi – grilled goat meat; ugali – boiled maize flour; and chips 

mayai - eggs with fries baked inside.  We also enjoyed testing the local lager aptly named Kilimanjaro!  Roselyn greet-

ed us each morning with a great breakfast that started with a wonderful smoothy she made from fresh mango, papaya 

and ginger that was much appreciated!  We enjoyed meeting her delightful daughter and learning about her family in 

our many conversations   I look forward to hosting her in my home in the future, perhaps after 118th Rotary Internation-

al Convention in Hawaii from June 5-9, 2027 since there are direct flights from Honolulu to Anchorage!  

 

 


