
 

 

Connections June 2025 
ITHF now has 935 members 

 
Important Notices 

ITHF AGM—virtual AGM will be held on zoom on 12 June 2025 at 9am and 9pm EDT-USA . Committee 
Chairs, please send your reports to Madhu prior to this event. 
 
Nominating Committee—PE Ligia is serving as Chair of the Nominating Committee.  If you are interested in 
assisting Ligia, please contact her. If you are interested in serving on the Board, or on a Committee, please 
contact her right away at email:  lichalic3@me.com  
 
Vice Presidents Needed: 
1. East India/ Bangladesh 
2. Great Britain and Ireland 
 

Looking for Dedicated Members to Join Four Key Committees in ITHF 
  

1. Tour Committee 
      •   Help guide planning of convention tours. 
      •   Review and approve exciting group tour ideas suggested by fellow members. 
      •   Help grow our community with engaging outreach strategies. 
2. Virtual Travel Committee 
      •   Organize and host virtual sessions by ITHF members. 
      •   Provide opportunities for members to connect and share stories of their trip experiences  in virtual 

 get-togethers. 

3.  Membership Committee is planning to  have two new subcommittees to Promote ITHF. If interested in 
 volunteering  contact: Membership Chair elect Andrew ( Andy) Ullman. andyuco@gmail.com 
  
If you’re interested in contributing your skills, enthusiasm, and ideas, please contact Ligia Corredor at 

email: lichalic3@me.com  for further details.  
 
 

Sheraton Suites – Room Reservations 

For those who have booked rooms at Sheraton Suites through ITHF (Rotary Housing Group), 

please contact the hotel directly for any reservation-related matters starting 31 May 2025. 

Contact: Ryan Saretzky – rsaretzky@sheratonsuites.com 

You may also contact:  Sivaprasad S Pillai -  ithfzoom@gmail.com   Mobile:+91 96330 69336 
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President’s Report 

Greetings ITHFers 

The two years that I’ve been President (2023-2025) passed too soon. 
I’m thankful to all the members for your contribution in whichever 
way you have done be it volunteering in the booths in Melbourne 
(2023), Singapore(2024) or sharing your thoughts on ‘what ITHF 
means to you’ through Mailchimp or individual emails to me or partic-
ipating in Virtual Tours, going for Tours or being Board members, or 
Membership Chair or Advisors or Vice Presidents. Our ‘Connections’ 
newsletter is an integral part of our Fellowship and Editor Sheila Hart 
had been doing such a wonderful job with so much of hard 
work.  Every single contribution has been invaluable. A Fellowship is 
successful only with a great TEAM and I did have that from the very beginning. THANK YOU!  

I look forward to a reunion with some of you in Calgary, meeting new members or introducing Rotari-
ans to the Fellowship in booth # 828 in HoF (House of Friendship) in Calgary  

Best wishes with good health and spirits  

Madu Bishnu, President 2023-2025  

 

Join the ITHF Membership Committee! 

We are currently in the process of assembling a Membership Committee 
composed of our ITHF colleagues from around the world.  The goal is to lev-
erage our diverse cultural and regional expertise to grow our membership in 
all corners of the globe, and to increase the engagement of our current 
members.  At present, our Membership Committee consists of highly capa-
ble ITHF members from the US, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Nigeria, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, and Japan.  If you would like to join our team and 
help expand ITHF,  contact me by e-mail at andyuco@gmail.com.    

 

Current  Membership Committee Members  

Andy Ullman-RC River Cities, Illinois, USA (near Chicago) Incoming Membership Chair 
 

Oluotimi (Sam) Adeleye-RC Omole-Golden, Nigeria 
 
Maria Matos-Rotary Club OF Montes Claros Oeste, Brazil  
 
James Mwere-RC Mukono, Uganda 
 
Rosette Nabuuma-RC Kampala, Nsambya (Vancouver, Canada/Uganda) 
 
Varghese Samuel- Rotary E-Club of Kerala (United Arab Emirates/India) 
 
Miyoko Hashimoto-RC Tosu, Japan 
 
Arturo Vargas- RC Tehuacan Manantiales, Mexico 
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ITHF President’s Celebration Dinner at RICON Calgary   

 2 or 3 seats may be available 

Friday June 20, 2025—Drinks and Social at 5 and Dinner at 6 p.m. 

Venue: Toto Room at Villa Firenze, 610 First Street NE Calgary T2E 0B6.  

Last date for cancellations is June 7th 

THANK YOU ITHF Members for Volunteering for the  ITHF Booth in Calgary 
We did it !! The slots for volunteers are now filled for RICON Calgary. Orientation will be held via zoom on 

June 1 at 9am Eastern Daylight time. 

Please bring some candy or cookies that are special in your part of the world. These tasty treats are a drawing 

card for the ITHF booth. Did you know that peanut butter was first made commercially in Canada? That is the 

reason Sheila will tempt you with Peanut Butter Balls. Yummy, yummy, yummy.  

Tours Currently Being Offered By the Tour Committee 

Several of these tours will have registration forms available in Calgary 

Galapagos & Peru with Alonso—October 2025—see flyer below for the combined Galapa-
gos/Peru Tour or a tour only to the Galapagos or to Peru 

Kerela and Southern India with Siva—January 19-30, 2026 - see flyer below 

Hiroshima Peace Tour—May 11-21, 2026—registration is now open; see flyer below 

Post RICON Taipei Tour of Taiwan—June 18-22, 2026. RICON TAIPEI will be held June 13-17. 

These Free ITHF Posters will be available at the ITHF Booth in Calgary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Virtual Tour Committee Update 

Anyone who would like to volunteer to be on this Committee  should contact Chair Ligia Corredor at 
lichalic3@me.com and Co-Chair Simmy Ahluwalia at simmy.ithf@gmail.com.  

July 25 and 26 - Newcomer orientation post convention 

Sep 26 and 27 - Cambodia (to be confirmed) 

Oct 24 and 25 - Coffee/ Connections 

Dec 5 and 6 - Holiday session 

New Members in May 2025 

Gabriela Peterson Rosas, Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico, Rotary Club of Hermosillo del Sol 

Naveen Jindal, Bhiwani, Haryana, India, Rotary Club of Bhiwani 

Bridget Idelji, Warri, Delta, Nigeria, Rotary Club of Warri 

Michal Skup, Warszawa, Warszawa, Poland, R/C Warszawa Fryderyk Chopin 

Aaron Frank, Madison Wisconsin USA, Rotary Club of Madison South 

Mary Preston, Charlottesville, Virginia, USA, Rotary Club of Blue Ridge Mountains 

David Hoffman, Anchorage, Alaska, USA, Rotary Club of Anchorage East 

Richard Shiflett, Spokane, WA, USA, Rotary Club of Greater Spokane Valley 

Michael Birnbaum, Spokane, WA,USA, Rotary Club of Colfax 

Amy Bean, Sandpoint, Idaho, USA, Rotary Club of Sandpoint 

 

A Bit About the Galapagos 

So, you’ve chosen the next destination to cross off that ever growing bucket List—The Galapagos! The Gala-
pagos Islands are considered one of the world’s foremost destinations for wildlife-viewing and each of the 
islands is as diverse as the wildlife you will find there.  

You may have decided on the Galapagos with hopes of seeing the hatching of the giant tortoise’s eggs, or you 
want to be able to boast that you snorkeled with the penguins or were able to observe the awesome display 
of the blue-footed boobies beginning their courtship rituals. These all happen at different times of the year. 
With this in mind Celebrity Cruises developed their Wildlife Calendar to make sure you don’t miss out on the 
wildlife experience you dreamed of.  In October, when the ITHF Tour provided by Brazilian Travel participants 
should be able to see: 

 Lava Herons start nesting until March 

 The Galapagos Fur Seals (subspecies of Sea Lions) begin their mating period 

 Blue Footed Boobies raise chicks all over Española and Punta Vincente Roca (Isabela) 

 Giant Tortoises are still laying eggs 

 Sunrises in the west can be quite beautiful after the GarÚa covers only certain locations of the western 
volcanoes.  
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Steve and Noko Yoshida’s 10 Day Hiroshima Peace Tours  May 11-21, 2026 

Please view this lovely video about the forthcoming tour   https://youtube/ErR_XTLVLDQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“OHO” ITHF Japan tour, 11-21 May 2026 with Noko and Steve Yoshida.  

We call this our “OHO” (pleasant surprise) tour, ie., Oishi (delicious),  Heiwa (peace) and Onsen (Japanese hot springs).  In other 
words, you will delight in Japanese cuisine, relax at Japanese hot springs, and be inspired by the message of peace in Hiroshima 
and sustainable living on Osakikamijima Island.  And there is more. 

Steve Yoshida states “Hiroshima is the home of my ancestors.  So it was natural that I would visit.  But what I found changed my 
life.  Such a beautiful city, lots of trees and greenery, the inspiring peace museum, 7 rivers flowing through it, friendly and kind 
people, we decided to spend time in Hiroshima every year.  Then we made a discovery. An island called Osakikamijima nearby 
in Japan’s Inland Sea.  It is one the most beautiful spots in Japan. 

We met many interesting people on the island, who taught us about sustainable living from the land and sea.  About working and 
sharing together in harmony with nature.   

We want to share what we learned with our ITHF friends.  So this is not just a sightseeing tour, although we will visit temples, 
historical sights and stay at Japanese inns with onsen (spa).  It is engaging a peaceful, happy way of life that is unique and inspir-
ing.” 

Tour dates:  11-21 May 2026 

1. 11-15 May 2026. Four nights. Hiroshima City.  Visit Peace Museum.  Be inspired by A-bomb survivor. Tour the Miyajima 

Shrine. Bus and ferry to Osakikamijima.  

2. 15-20 May. Five nights Seifukan Onsen.  Culture and people tours of Osakikamijima. 

3. 20-21 May.  One night.  Hiroshima Airport Hotel.  Beautiful Japanese garden and Koi fish lake. Farewell dinner.   
Price: US$4,450 per person, double occupancy.  Single supplement, add $1,200. US$500 per person to reserve your space. 
$500 refund deadline and full price due February 1, 2026.  Space priority in order of deposit received.   Group limited to 12 
persons.  

Included:  Accommodations, breakfast and dinner, transportation, English speaking guide, all taxes and fees.  

For more information and to reserve your space contact: Carol Cartier, cartierca@hotmail.com     1-613-453-8884  

Carol states: I participated in the October 2024 tour and found it to be educational, inspiring and lifechanging. I am 
happy to answer any questions you might have and give you advice on how to prepare for the tour. 
 

The 2024 Nobel Peace Prize went to the organization of Hiroshima A-bomb survivors.  You will meet one of them.  

 

 

https://youtu.be/ErR_XTLVLDQ
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Embark on an Unforgettable Journey and Experience the Heartbeat of Taiwan June 18-22, 2026 

 ! 

 
 

 

 

After the 2026 Rotary International Convention, we sincerely invite you to join this five-day cultural immersion tour. 
 

Wander through the historic alleys and temples of Tainan, where the rich heritage of Taiwan comes to life. Witness the breathtak-
ing sunrise over the rolling sea of clouds at Alishan. Cruise across the serene waters of Sun Moon Lake, embracing the harmony of 
nature. Stroll through the charming Hakka Mountain town of Miaoli, where nostalgia and warm hospitality create a truly unique 

experience. 
 

This is more than just a trip—it’s a cherished memory in the making, shared with ITHF friends from around the world. 
 

Seats are limited, so reserve your place early and be part of this extraordinary journey!  

Registration will be available at the ITHF Booth at RICON Calgary 
 

Rotary International Convention Taiwan Cultural Discovery Tour Description： 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wkedooHvV7B9wiALkeXNDJQeEO76Ig2x/view?usp=sharing 

 
Contact Information 

ITHF VP Michael from D3482，RC of Taipei Metro East，Taipei，Taiwan 

e-mail：michael.fh.chen@gmail.com 
Line ID：michael.fh.chen 

 
CSR Pao Wei-Chih (Walis Iyung) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wkedooHvV7B9wiALkeXNDJQeEO76Ig2x/view?usp=sharing
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Important Profile Updates  

Dear Members, Greetings!  We kindly request all members to review their profiles and ensure the follow-

ing details are updated: 

Profile & Gallery Photos: 

Please check if your profile picture and gallery photos (if uploaded) are displaying correctly. 

If any updates are needed, follow these steps: 

Log in and navigate to Profile > My Profile > Edit Profile > Profile Picture to update your profile photo. 

Log in and go to Profile > My Profile > Edit Profile > Gallery to update or add photos to your gallery. 

Membership Expiry Date: 

Ensure that your membership expiry date is correctly updated after renewal. If you notice any discrepan-

cies, please contact me at ithfzoo@gmail.com. 

We also extend our gratitude to all members who have recently renewed their membership. 

A special thank you to those who have volunteered at our booth in Calgary! However, we still need more 

volunteers to make this event a success. As we did last year, we will be organizing an orientation session in 

early June for all volunteers. 

We look forward to seeing you in Calgary—let’s make it a grand event! Thank you for your support.  

Best regards, Sivaprasad S Pillai, Administrator 

 


